Cuttin’ Up .

Inmntu at thu Stone County Haglnr;nl Correctional Facility work the
portable sawmill that was donated to Stone County by Wood-Mizer.

Portable sawmill operatlonal

Cheryl Rasbury

Enterprise Staff
tone County Regional
Corrections  Facility
already has a vocation-
sl program designed 1w help
refiahilstate inmates. Mow thai
program is helping rehabilitabe

abone County

“M was the loghcal andwer™,
sard Paity Rogers who works
with USDA. She was str-
mental in getting the plan in
madion, My Kopers saw that
there was & large amount of
fallen timber from Huormicane
Katrina. She wanied to help
find a way 1o salvage as much
as possible as well as gel i
cleared oud before the roiting
trees speead disease o other
trecs. ashe conlacted 'Wood-
Mirer who agreed to send a
mill down alomg with John
Hicks, of Mood-Mirer, who
would instruct on the proper
operation of the portable mill
The county would have o
supply the labor and the

linancing o keep e mall
|-".l.l|;c|1. confacied Wanden
Hrewer who jumped on the
opporiunity, The inmales &n
the facility s vocational educa-
hon program were given ihe
oppomunity under the saperyi-
sion of John Hicks and Obey
Parker, Vocational Instrucior,
i leam how o operaie Lhe

mill which iz capable oi
) logs a day

m:llhl'q.: appray
into uzable boards. The guoal
15 for Hicks 1o trmn  Parker
and the inmates who wall then
train other inmates and keep
the process going.

The timber is being broagh
in by the Farestry
Commission and the lamber
bewfig mulled will be used 1o
repaifr or rebuild Porestry
Commizsion buildings dam
aged or destroyed by Katrina
The County is apphymg for
granl money o o cover the
S50 000 peeded for the mill o
thal when MHicks relums o
Wood-Mirer, the mill will stay
and comtinne the valunbie

|11|.II||'||: rOCEEs.
“There is _s0 misch good

coming [rom this," said
Parker, The wood is being sal-
greal
opportunily [or the Immuaies Lo
learn snother usable skill o
help enable them 10 start their
life they are
meleased.™

Mississippi's wood industry
look a big hii when Kairina
came ashore on Augusi 2h

vaged and this s &

again when

Early esiimates by the
Mississippi Forestry
L oamumissiian  was Oual (here

wis 52.4 billion in tree dam-
age m Misskssippi. Moee than
s hall of chal v to the whate
i forest., The [elled imees
quickly lose commercial valoe
ms they rol of contracl bloe
sirmn fungus which thrves in
ihe hat hamsd cliinate hete



